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Diary 2012-13 

Dec 1st Christmas Social (at David &  

Alyson’s home)  

 13th Meeting No6 (Pearson Room) 

(Theme: Industry) 

Jan 10th Meeting No7 (Pearson Room)  

 24th Meeting No8 (Function Room)

(Club Speech & Topics  

Contests) 

Feb 18th West Midlands Area Speech & 

Evaluation Contests 

(Wolverhampton SC) 

 28th Meeting No9 (Function Room)  

Mar 14th Meeting No10 (Pearson Room)  

 TBA Meeting No5 - Blarney Stone 

Competition Re-arranged 

(Function Room) 

 TBA Midlands District AGM, Speech  

Contest & Evaluation Contest   

Apr 25th Meeting No11 (Function Room)  

 26th-

28th 

National Conference &  

Competitions (Castle Donington) 

May  9th Meeting No12 (Pearson Room)  

 23rd Meeting No13 (inc. AGM) 

(Function Room)  

Jun 27th Meeting No14 (Function Room)  

Jul  25th Meeting No15 (Function Room)  

Aug  no meetings 

clubs activities and encourage people to attend 

future meetings. 

Future Meetings. Speaking of which, the last meet-

ing of 2012 will be on December 13th when 

Simon Cooper will be chairing a meeting on the 

theme of ‘Industry’. The first meeting of 2013 

will be on January 10th followed on the 24th 

with the Club Speech & Topics Contests. We 

have one meeting in February on the 28th.  All 

guests are welcome. 

We are now twittering and blogging. The 

twittering at Sutton Coldfield Speak-

ers Club has been confined to the 

speaking kind until now. But we are 

now live on Twitter; which may not 

mean a lot if you don’t spend your 

whole life in front of a computer. 

Twitter is a social networking sys-

tem. If you have something interesting to say 

people can follow your comments and follow 

your links. In addition to getting the word out 

to people in Sutton Coldfield it is a quick way 

to get the latest news from the Club too. The 

new Blog site is there to compliment the Twit-

ter site, with links to the latest articles.  The 

website continues in it’s current form. 

Competitions 

Members of Sutton Coldfield Speakers Club will 

be travelling to Wolverhampton on February 

18th to take part in the West Midlands Area 

round of the National Speech Contests. The  

target for all the speakers on the night is to 

qualify for the  Midlands Finals & ultimately the 

National Finals in April at Castle Donington. 

Contact the club for details.  

2013 

http://suttonspeakers.wordpress.com/


Welcome to the winter 

newsletter of Sutton Cold-

field Speakers Club.  In this 

issue we will be reporting 

on a very busy last few 

months and looking forward 

to 2013.  

Diane Mitchell. We must begin though with some 

sad news. Our past president Diane Mitchell, 

who had been suffering from a rare form of 

cancer, passed away at the beginning of Novem-

ber. The funeral was attended by a large num-

ber of people including members from Sutton 

Coldfield, Stourbridge & Wolverhampton 

Speakers Clubs. President Alyson Dugmore 

gave a eulogy at the clubs first meeting after her 

death which can be read on the website and on 

the clubs new blog. The club will be making a 

collection with the proceeds going to St Giles 

Hospice.  

Taster Evening. On October the 25th we held a 

Taster Evening. Chairman Ammo Singh gave a 

talk on how the Speakers Club programme 

works, Molly Cooper spoke about the Speakers 

Guide & Gemma Hoefkens delivered a demon-

stration speech. The evening attracted a num-

ber of guests including past president Shirley 

Guy. All the guests present took the opportu-

nity to have a go themselves in the second half 

of the meeting with some very entertaining 

impromptu speaking.    

Sutton Town Centre Expo. In late September the  

club appeared at the Sutton Coldfield Expo in 

Sutton town centre. It turned out to be a great 

opportunity to meet the public, publicise the 

Seasons Greetings                      50 years 1962-2012  

50TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER 
On Friday 2nd November Sutton Coldfield 

Speakers Club celebrated  its 50th anniversary 

with a dinner at The Terrace Restaurant, Burnt-

wood.  There were 28 people in attendance 

including guests of honour Alan & Jean Badger.  

Alan entertained us with some amusing stories 

of his time as a member of the club, including 

his spell as President in 

the early 1990s.  

President Alyson Dug-

more thanked Alan and 

all those past members 

who have left a legacy  

for the present genera-

tion at the club.  

Sheila Nicholds proposed 

the loyal toast, Alyson 

Dugmore proposed a 

special toast to Diane 

Mitchell,  who was gravely ill at the time of the 

dinner, & Ammo Singh toasted the guests. Jaz 

Singh responded on behalf of the guests remem-

bering Mike Cooper & John Rimmer who both 

played an important part in the recent history of 

the club.   

Presidents Cup 

After the toasts Master of Ceremonies Simon 

Cooper passed over to the chair of the enter-

tainment Gemma Hoefkens. 3 speakers had to 

try to fool the audience with a game of true or 

false. Molly Cooper recalled an encounter with 

the stage star Beatrice Lillie, Pam Collins re-

called a  meal in Boston, Massachusetts & a 

series of unlikely coincidences & David Dug-

more told the story of Timothy Dexter the 

man who sold coals to Newcastle. All speakers 

were telling the truth, but it was Pam Collins 

who fooled the audience the most and picked 

up the trophy from Alan Badger.  

The Hwyl Stone 

This year the trophy for the most improved 

speaker went to Gemma Hoefkens (below left).  

You can read Gemma’s speech about the din-

ner on the website and on the new blog site.  

More photos 

from the dinner 

can be found in 

the photo gallery  

on the website. 

Here’s to the 

next 50 years! 

We meet at 

Sutton Coldfield Conservative Club 

138 Jockey Road 

Sutton Coldfield 

B73 5PP  

On the 2nd and/or 4th Thursday of the month 

7.45pm for an 8pm start 
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SU T T O N  C O L D FI E L D  S P E A K E R S  
C L U B  

Guest of honour  

Alan Badger  
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